SELECTED QUOTATIONS

any existing interests, or associated with some
eternal truth, its rejection will be accompanied by
paroxysms of painful agitation. But much more
frequently civilisation makes opinions that are
opposed to it simply obsolete. They perish by
indifference, not by controversy. They are rele-
gated to the dim twilight land that surrounds every
living faith; the land, not of death, but of the
shadow of death ; the land of the unrealised and
the inoperative.

W. E. H. LECKY.

( In "Rationalism in Europe," Introduction.)

THE RIPENING TIME.

WHEN the times are ripe for breaking from the
present and advancing towards the future, all hesi-
tation is fatal ; it unnerves and dissolves. Rapid
movement is the secret of all great victories.
When the consequences of a principle are ex-
hausted, and the edifice which has sheltered us for
centuries threatens to fall, we should shake the
dust from our feet and hasten elsewhere. Life is
outside. Within there is but the cold, benumbing
air of the tomb, scepticism, wandering among the
ruins, egotism following in its track; then isolation
and death. And the times are ripe.

MAZZINI.

(In " Faith and the Future.")